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SLIDE 1
Good evening and welcome to the public meeting for the State Road 7 Extension Project from State Road 704, also known as Okeechobee Boulevard to Northlake Boulevard. The Financial Project Identification numbers are 229664-6 & 229664-7  and today is Thursday, February 26, 2026. 
 


Introductions
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Introductions


Meet the Team

Scott Peterson, P.E.

Janette Lachowski, P.E. FDOT Project Manager Casey Hack
Consultant Project Manager Public Involvement
Stantec Quest
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SLIDE 3 – MEET THE TEAM
I’d now like to introduce the project team:
Representing the Florida Department of Transportation is Project Manager Scott Peterson; 
Also with us is Consultant Project Manager Janette Lachowski, 
and Public Involvement Coordinator Casey Hack.


Public Officials

We would like to thank any federal, state,
county, or city officials who may be present.

We would like to recognize you after the
presentation.
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SLIDE 4 – PUBLIC OFFICIALS
Before we get started, we would like to thank any federal, state, county, or city officials who may be present during this presentation. We would like to recognize you after the presentation. 


Agenda

1. General Information
Non-Discrimination Policy and Public Involvement

Project Location and Overview

ol

Project Commitments, Proposed Noise Barriers, and
Reductions to Environmental Impacts

Proposed Improvements
Project Schedule and Cost

Questions and Comments

© N o o

Closing and Contact Information


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slide 5 – AGENDA
The purpose of tonight’s meeting is to explain the project goals, present the Department’s recommended improvements to help achieve those goals, and hear from the community about the proposed changes. 
Tonight’s presentation will include: 
General Information
An overview of the Non-Discrimination Policy and Public Involvement Process
The Project location and overall overview
Project Commitments, including Proposed Noise Barriers, and Measures to Reduce Environmental Impacts
The Proposed Improvements
The Project Schedule and Cost
Time for Questions and Comments
And Closing Information including Key Contact Details


Public Meeting - Public Notice

Project Newsletter to Property

Owners and Tenants Emails to project contacts list

0XE©

Florida Administrative Register Social Media
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Slide 6– PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
Public notice for this meeting, including information on how to participate, was provided in several ways.
Notice was provided in the form of a newsletter mailed to property owners and tenants within the project area.
An advertisement was placed in the Florida Administrative Register. 
In addition, a press release was issued, and the meeting notice was also shared through the Florida Department of Transportation’s project website, social media platforms, and by email to the project contact list.


Project Documents

Draft project information is available for public

k review online.

Project Website

www.sr7extension.com
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Slide 7 – PROJECT DOCUMENTS�Draft project information is available for public review online at the project website at www.sr7extension.com (spell out)

http://www.sr7extension.com/

Non-Discrimination Policy
and
Public Involvement
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Non-Discrimination Policy and Public Involvement�


Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964

Public participation is solicited without regard

Ttl Vl to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion,
Iitie Lo . o

. disability, or family status. Persons wishing to
Com pl 1ance express concerns relative to FDOT compliance

with Title VI may do so by contacting:

Sharon Singh Hagyan Aldrin Sanders

District Four Title VI Coordinator State Title VI Coordinator
3400 West Commercial Boulevard 605 Suwannee Street, MS 65
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33309 Tallahassee, Florida 32399
(954) 777-4190 (850) 414-4764
sharon.singhhagyan@dot.state.fl.us aldrin.sanders@dot.state.fl.us

All inquiries or concerns will be handled according to FDOT
procedure and in a prompt and courteous mannetr.
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Slide 9 – TITLE VI OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964
This public meeting was advertised and is being conducted in accordance with state and federal requirements, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status.
Persons wishing to express their concerns about Title VI may do so by contacting Sharon Singh-Hagyan, District Four Title VI Coordinator, by mail at 3400 West Commercial Boulevard Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33309, by phone at 954-777-4190, or email at sharon.singhhagyan@dot.state.fl.us (spell out). You may also contact Aldrin Sanders, State Title VI Coordinator, by mail at 605 Suwannee Street, Mail Station 65, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399 by phone at 850-414-4764 or email at aldrin.sanders@dot.state.fl.us (spell out). This information is shown on the project website and in the meeting notifications. All inquiries or concerns will be handled according to FDOT procedure and in a prompt and courteous manner.

mailto:aldrin.sanders@dot.state.fl.us
mailto:sharon.singhhagyan@dot.state.fl.us

Public Involvement

There are several ways to be involved:

 Complete a comment form from the welcome table or
scan the QR code to fill out the form virtually. Comment
forms may be dropped in the comment box or handed
to a project representative.

* Email comments to FDOT Project Manager Scott
Peterson, P.E. at Scott.Peterson@dot.state.fl.us.

* Visit the project webpage at www.sr7extension.com to
submit comments online.
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Slide 10 – PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT
There are several ways to be involved:
You may complete a comment form from the welcome table, or scan the QR code to fill out the form virtually. Comment forms may be dropped in the comment box or handed to a project representative.
Comments may also be submitted by email to FDOT Project Manager Scott Peterson, P.E. at Scott.Peterson@dot.state.fl.us  (spell out).
Or online by visiting the project website at www.sr7extension.com (spell out).

mailto:Scott.Peterson@dot.state.fl.us
http://www.sr7extension.com/

Project Location
and
Overview
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Project Location and Overview�


Project Location

S.R. 704/Okeechobee Boulevard to Northlake Boulevard (Financial Project IDs: 229664-6 & 229664-7)

Northlake Blvd |-

Preserve

Ibis Golf &
Country Club

Grassy Waters
Preserve/Water [ FLORIDA'S |
Catchment Area TURNPIKE

b PRapids Waterpark
= Temporarily closed h

Palmetto Trailhead Park €3 f |

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

229664-6 —]
Florida Madagascar @

Exotic Zoo and... 229664-7

1 |'| VILLAGES
oF PALM
| IlSE»QCH LAKES

CYPRESS LAKES |

Apoxee Trail I',|

mls';mm cLue

RIVERWALK I )
PORTOSOL i CENTURY,
/' VILLAGE

Royal Palm Beach - SR 704/Okeechobee Blvd |.

¥/ Cultural Center
~1 Recently viewed

Commons
Park:



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slide 12 – PROJECT LOCATION
The project is located in Palm Beach County and runs along existing State Road 7 from State Road 704, also known as Okeechobee Boulevard north to 60th Street North.  From there, the project extends north to Northlake Boulevard.
This project is situated in west-central Palm Beach County, with portions located in unincorporated Palm Beach County, and partially within the City of West Palm Beach.
The project area is bordered by the Village of Royal Palm Beach and the Indian Trail Improvement District (also known as The Acreage) to the west, and by the City of Palm Beach Gardens to the north.


Project Overview

Northlake Blvd | ~
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PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

Proposed Improvements:

* Add two new travel lanes between Okeechobee
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Slide 13 – PROJECT OVERVIEW
The proposed project includes improvements along existing State Road 7. This project will help to accommodate increasing growth, and travel demands and is vital in satisfying capacity and mobility needs.  The improvements will also help with emergency response and evacuation by providing connectivity to the area.��The South end of this project, identified as 229664-7, existing conditions include a 2- Lane Roadway with Bike Lanes, Curb and Gutter, Sidewalk, and Fence. Proposed improvements involve adding two new travel lanes between Okeechobee Boulevard and 60th Street North to provide two lanes in each direction. Additionally, the 60th Street North roundabout will be reconstructed from a one-lane to a two-lane roundabout to improve traffic flow and safety.
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229664-6 Project

Project Limits: S.R. 7 from 60t" Street North to Northlake
Boulevard

Existing Conditions:

2 - Lane roadway from the east service entrance at Ibis

Golf and Country Club to Northlake Boulevard
Existing sidewalk and fence

Proposed Improvements:

Construct a four-lane divided roadway from 60th Street
North to Northlake Boulevard

New Roundabout at Ibis Golf & Country Club East
Service Entrance

Construct bridges over the M-Canal and the Ibis
Preserve spillway.
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Slide 14 – PROJECT OVERVIEW
The North end of the project, identified as 229664-6, focuses on improvements along State Road 7 from 60th Street North to Northlake Boulevard. Existing conditions include a 2 - Lane roadway from the east service entrance at Ibis to Northlake Boulevard and an existing sidewalk and fence. The proposed improvements include constructing a four-lane divided roadway throughout the project limits. In addition, a new roundabout will be constructed at Ibis Golf and Country Club’s East service entrance and new bridges will be constructed over the M-Canal and the Ibis Preserve spillway.
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This project overview graphic shows the immediate project area and surrounding communities. The project generally runs south to north, with north shown on the right side of the graphic.
The top portion of the graphic illustrates the segment from Okeechobee Boulevard to the M-Canal, while the bottom portion shows the segment from the M-Canal to Northlake Boulevard. The project begins just north of Okeechobee Boulevard on the left side of the graphic and ends at Northlake Boulevard on the right.
The M-Canal and 60th Street North run east to west—shown bottom to top on this graphic—and are located near the center of the project area.
The project will provide a total of four travel lanes, with two lanes in each direction, northbound and southbound, separated by a median. The southern segment, from Okeechobee Boulevard to 60th Street North, includes an existing roadway that will be widened from one lane in each direction to two lanes in each direction.
The northern segment, from the existing roundabout at 60th Street North to Northlake Boulevard, will be newly constructed and will also include two lanes in each direction.
The project corridor is bordered primarily by residential areas on the west side of the roadway and natural areas on the east side. Nearby residential communities include the Indian Trail Improvement District, also known as The Acreage, as well as portions of the Village of Royal Palm Beach, Bay Winds, Mezzano, Porto Sol, Ibis Golf and Country Club, and the Ibis Reserve Apartments. 
The natural areas along the corridor include the County-owned Pond Cypress Natural Area south of the M-Canal, remaining FDOT undisturbed right of way, and the City-owned Water Catchment Area north of the M-Canal.
Commercial development is located at both ends of the project, at Okeechobee Boulevard and at Northlake Boulevard.


Project Commitments

* Implement measures to protect snail kite and its foraging habitat. Conversion of
213+ acres of transportation right of way that is high quality snail kite habitat to
preservation area with a perpetual conservation easement.

* Provide roundabout at the east service entrance to the Ibis Golf and Country
Club community

* Include wildlife fencing along the east and south sides of the corridor and
wildlife crossings

* Implement reasonable and feasible noise abatement measures

* Provide robust wetland mitigation equivalent to 709 acres of wetland restoration
to offset 56.75 acres of wetland impact.

FDOT)
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Slide 16 – PROJECT COMMITMENTS
Project Commitments include:
Implement measures to protect snail kite and its foraging habitat. Conversion of 213+ acres of transportation right of way that is high quality snail kite habitat to preservation area with a perpetual conservation easement.
Providing a roundabout at t he east service entrance to the Ibis Golf and Country Club community
Installation of wildlife fencing along the east and south sides of the corridor along with wildlife crossings and
Implementation of noise abatement measures as reasonable and feasible
Provide robust wetland mitigation equivalent to 709 acres of wetland restoration to offset 56.75 acres of wetland impact.
Each of these commitments will be met and have been included in the project plans


Proposed Noise Barriers

16" High Noise
Barrier at
Baywinds

20" High Noise
Barrier at
Ibis Reserve

QHigh Noise Barrier at Baywinds

Q—Iigh Noise Barrier at Ibis Reserve
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Slide 17 – PROPOSED NOISE BARRIERS
Sound barriers are proposed at two locations:
A 16’ high noise barrier at the Baywinds Residential Community and
A 20’ high noise barrier at the Ibis Reserve Apartment Homes 


Reductions to Environmental Impacts

* Reduced median width from 22’ to 15.5" east/north of 60th Street North

« Replaced sidewalks and on-street bike lanes with a shared use path east/north
of 60th Street North

« Eliminated direct outfalls to Ibis Lakes system and Water Catchment Area
(Grassy Waters Preserve)

* Added retaining walls to reduce footprint and further minimize wetland impacts

 Redesigned lbis spillway bridge to eliminate pilings in water

« Eliminated an open swale south of M-Canal to reduce footprint

FDOT)
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Slide 18 – REDUCTIONS TO ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
Some of you that have been following this project over the past few years and that may have attended the previous public information workshop may be wondering how the project has changed.  Many of these changes were implemented to further reduce the project footprint and environmental impacts.  In summary, some of the main changes are:
We reduced the median from 22' to 15.5' and replaced the sidewalks and on street bike lanes with a shared use path east and north of 60th Street North
We eliminated the direct outfalls to the Ibis Lakes System and Water Catchment Area also known as the Grassy Waters Preserve
We added retaining walls to reduce footprint and further minimize wetland impacts
We redesigned the Ibis spillway bridge to eliminate pilings in the water
And we eliminated an open swale south of the M-canal to reduce the footprint
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Slide 19 – S.R. 7 FROM OKEECHOBEE BOULEVARD TO 60TH STREET NORTH
The next several graphics are renderings of the proposed roadway typical sections that illustrate the design features for each segment of roadway.  All of these renderings are oriented as looking to the north, except for the east-west segment along the M-Canal which is oriented looking east.
East is to the right side of the typical section that you see on-screen now.
This typical section shows the segment from north of Okeechobee Boulevard to 60th Street North
The main features of the typical section are:
Two 11' - wide travel lanes and 6'-wide buffered bike lanes in each direction
6' concrete sidewalks on both sides
A 42’-wide median 
Curb and gutter in the median and outsides and
All work will take place between the existing fences on sides of the road
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Slide 20 – S.R. 7 FROM 60TH STREET NORTH TO S OF M-CANAL (NEW ROAD)
This typical section shows the segment from 60th Street North to the M-Canal Bridge and is oriented looking east, so north is on the left side of the typical section that you see on-screen now.
The main features of this typical section are like the previous two:
Two 11' wide travel lanes in each direction 
Curb and gutter in the median and outsides
The main differences are that there will be a narrower median width of 15.5' and a 12’-wide shared use path on the south side to accommodate both pedestrians and cyclists, instead of on-street bike lanes and sidewalks on both sides
These differences result from refinement of our earlier design to reduce the project footprint and further minimize environmental impacts.
Similar refinements to further minimize environmental impacts were also made to the following typical sections.


S.R. 7 from M-Canal to Ibis Golf &
Country Club Service Entrance (New Road)
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Slide 21 – S.R. 7 FROM M-CANAL TO IBIS GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB SERVICE ENTRANCE (NEW ROAD)
This typical section shows the segment from the M-Canal Bridge to the Ibis Golf & Country Club Entrance.  This typical section and the remaining typical sections are oriented looking north, east is on the right side of this typical section.
The main features of this typical section are:
Two 11'-wide travel lanes in each direction
Curb and gutter in the median and outsides
A Median width of 15.5'
A 12'-wide shared use path on the east side
The main differences are:
A dry retention area on the east side and
A wet conveyance channel on the east side with sheet pile wall
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Slide 22 – S.R. 7 FROM IBIS GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB SERVICE ENTRANCE TO NORTHLAKE BOULEVARD (NEW ROAD)
This typical section shows the segment from the Ibis Golf & Country Club Entrance to the end of the project at Northlake Boulevard. 
This typical section is the same as the previous one except that this roadway segment also includes a sidewalk on the west or left side of State Road 7. 
The red line shown in the pavement is the approximate location of the existing fence east of the roadway.
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Slide 23 – EXISTING AND PROPOSED S.R. 7 FROM IBIS GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB EAST SERVICE ENTRANCE TO NORTHLAKE BOULEVARD
This slide shows a comparison of the existing versus the proposed footprints of the roadway.  As you can see from the graphic, the proposed roadway will be wider, but there will be approximately 150’ of unused FDOT Right of Way separating the road from the City’s water catchment area, also known as Grassy Waters.  This portion of FDOT RW will be left in its natural condition.   
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Slide 24 – SEVEN LEVELS OF PROTECTION FOR GRASSY WATERS PRESERVE
There are multiple levels of physical protection between the proposed State Road 7 and the Grassy Waters Preserve. These are the seven physical protection levels consisting of:
5.5’ curb and gutter with a guardrail
12’ shared use path
30’ dry retention swale
A berm with a 10’ fence
35’ wet conveyance channel
Sheet pile wall and
Approximately 150’ of natural area


Intersection Improvements

Porto Sol
* Traffic Signal
* Lighting
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Slide 25 – INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS
The next few slides include intersection improvements.
A new traffic signal is proposed at the intersection of Porto Sol and State Road 7. 
Environmentally sensitive Roadway lighting is also proposed for this intersection and the roadway approaches along State Road 7.


Intersection Improvements

Orange Grove Boulevard
* Traffic Signal
* Lighting
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A new traffic signal is also proposed at the intersection of State Road 7 and Orange Grove Boulevard.  Likewise, environmentally sensitive roadway lighting is proposed at this intersection and roadway approaches along State Road 7. 


Intersection Improvements

Persimmon Boulevard
* Traffic Signal
* Lighting
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Slide 27
A third traffic signal is also proposed at the intersection of Persimmon Boulevard and State Road 7.  Environmentally sensitive Roadway lighting is also proposed at this intersection and along the State Road 7 approaches.


Intersection Improvements

60th Street North
 Roundabout

« Landscaping

e Lighting
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Slide 28
The existing roundabout at 60th Street North will be modified to accommodate the 4-lane roadway.  The roundabout will also include environmentally sensitive lighting and landscaping.


Intersection Improvements

Ibis Golf &

Country Club

 Roundabout

» Landscaping

* Lighting

* Revise design to
accommodate a
Northbound left
Into Ibis entrance

FDOT)
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A new roundabout is proposed at the Ibis Golf and Country Club.  The roundabout will also include lighting and landscaping.
This roundabout will allow all movements to and from the entrance at Ibis, including a northbound left turn into the Ibis entrance. 


Intersection Improvements

Northlake Boulevard
* Traffic Signal
* Lighting
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A new traffic signal is proposed at the intersection of State Road 7 and Northlake Boulevard.  Environmentally sensitive Roadway lighting is also proposed at the intersection approach on State Road 7.


Project Schedule and Cost

Project Number 229664-6 229664-7

Letting 7/26/2028 12/1/2027
Anticipated Const. Start Fall 2028 Spring 2028
Anticipated Const. Complete Fall 2031 Spring 2031

Estimated Const. Cost S94.2 M S43.4 M
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Slide 31 – PROJECT SCHEDULE AND COST
Project Number 229664-6 is scheduled for letting on July 26, 2028. Construction is anticipated to begin in Fall 2028 and be completed by Fall 2031, with an estimated construction cost of $94.2 million.
 
Project Number 229664-7 is scheduled for letting on December 1, 2027. Construction is expected to start in Spring 2028 and finish in Spring 2031, with an estimated construction cost of $43.4 million.


Questions and Comments
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Questions and Comments


Questions and Comments

There are multiple ways to submit comments and questions:

 Complete a comment form from the welcome table or scan the QR code to fill out the
form virtually. Comment forms may be dropped in the comment box or handed to a
project representative.

 Visit the project website at www.sr7extension.com

* Contact FDOT Project Manager Scott Peterson, P.E. at
Scott.Peterson@dot.state.fl.us

« Call Mr. Peterson at 954-777-4416 to provide verbal comments during normal
business hours.

e Submit written comments by U.S. Mail to Florida Department of Transportation,
3400 West Commercial Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309.

* Or speak to a project representative following the presentation.
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Slide 33 – QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS�There are multiple ways to submit comments and questions:
You may complete a comment form from the welcome table or scan the QR code to fill out the form virtually. Comment forms may be dropped in the comment box or handed to a project representative.
Comments may also be submitted through the project website at www.sr7extension.com (spell out)
You may contact FDOT Project Manager Scott Peterson at Scott.Peterson@dot.state.fl.us. (spell out)
Or by phone at 954-777-4416 to provide verbal comments during normal business hours.
Written comments may also be submitted by U.S. Mail to the Florida Department of Transportation at 3400 West Commercial Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309.
Or you may also speak with a project representative following the presentation.

http://www.sr7extension.com/
mailto:Scott.Peterson@dot.state.fl.us

All Comments and Questions

All comments Deadline to submit
and questions your comments and
are part of the guestions:

Public Record. March 5, 2026.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slide 34 – ALL COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS
We encourage your input and feedback about this project.
All public comments and questions are part of the Public Meeting record, and every method for providing public comments and questions carries equal weight.
While comments and questions will be accepted at any time, those submitted by March 5, 2026 – 7 days after the public meeting, will become part of the project’s public meeting record.
All comments and questions will be responded to in writing.


Closing and Contact Information
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Closing and Contact Information�


Contact Information

If you have additional questions, please contact:
FDOT Project Manager, Scott Peterson, P.E. at:

Scott.Peterson@dot.state.fl.us }@<

/. \
3400 West Commercial Boulevard mr
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309

(954) 777-4416 or 0
Toll Free: (866) 336-8435, Ext. 4416
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Slide 36 – CONTACT INFORMATION�If you have any additional questions, please contact FDOT Project Manager Scott Peterson by email Scott.Peterson@dot.state.fl.us (spell out), or by mail at 3400 West Commercial Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309 or by phone at 954-777-4416. A toll free number is also available at 866-336-8435 extension 4416.


FDOT Compass

COMMUNITIES

WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT

RESILIENCY

TECHNOLOGY v ROBUST SUPPLY CHAIN



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slide 37 – FDOT COMPASS�Community feedback is at the core of all we do. FDOT works with the public to balance their community vision with the community's transportation needs. This is routine on all our projects to ensure Florida's infrastructure is safe, resilient, and efficient for many years into the future. 
 


Safety Message

SHOULD o SHOULD
ISTAY? YT 1GO?

& 3 3

STAY AT THE SCENE

And call for help.

flhsmv.gov/StayAtTheScene

FLHSMV



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slide 38 – SAFETY MESSAGE�Hit-and-run crashes put lives at risk. If you have information, report it by calling *FHP (*347). If you’re involved in a crash, stay at the scene and call for help. Florida law requires drivers to stop after crashes causing damage, injury, or death.


Thank You

Thank you for attending today’s Public Meeting

State Road (S.R.) 7 Extension Project
From S.R. 704/0Okeechobee Boulevard to Northlake Boulevard

Financial Project IDs: 229664-6 & 229664-7



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slide 39 – THANK YOU
This concludes the public meeting presentation for the State Road 7 Extension Project from State Road 704, also known as Okeechobee Boulevard to Northlake Boulevard, Financial Project Identification Numbers 229664-6 & 229664-7. Thank you for your participation. 
 
END SCRIPT
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